




OPT Check list 

Check list Additional information

Passport Valid for a minimum of 6 month 

Visa Most Recent

I-94 “Get Most recent I-94” 

All Previous I-20 or 
Employment Authorization Card (EAD card) (If applicable)

Includes I-20s for CPT, OPT, change of 
level, change of education. 
All the EAD card that were issued. 

Howard University OPT Application Requires signature from Academic 
Advisor or dean

USCIS Form I-765 
(Application for Employment Authorization) 

Form I-765
Instructions click here

Application Fees $470 for applications filed online 
$520 for paper applications filed by mail

Two passport photos (2inx2in) 

https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-765.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-765instr.pdf


Photo Requirement for OPT EAD

Must be taken within 30 days of your application and cannot be used for any previously issued visa  

OPT application photos must meet the government specification for U.S. passport photos. 

• Make sure the photo presents the full head from the top of the hair to the bottom of the chin

• Center the head with the frame

• With a neutral facial expression and both eyes open 

• Taken in front of a plain white or o-white background 

• Taken in full-face view directly facing the camera 

• Taken in clothing that you normally wear on a daily basis:- Include headpieces if worn daily for religious 
purposes; they should not obscure or cast any shadows on your face 

• MUST be in color 

• Eyeglasses are no longer allowed.- Medical documentation is required if you must keep them on to protect your 
eyes due to ocular surgery.














