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HOWARD
UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
CHARLES R. DREW PROFESSOR OF SURGERY

June 18, 2023

Dear Mandela Washington Fellows,

Congratulations on being selected for this prestigious program, and welcome to Howard University! It is
a pleasure and a privilege to host you on our campus in Washington, D.C. The Mecca, as Howard is
known to those inside and outside our community, is a perfect setting for the journey you are about to
embark upon, where you will develop your skills as future civic leaders in our globalized world.

Since Howard’s founding in 1867 by federal charter with a particular mission to educate the freed slaves
moving from the South to the North, our institution has been tasked with leading the caravan of social
Justice — not only to enhance opportunities for the Black community in the United States, but for
oppressed and marginalized people all over the world. Howard has truly been a mecca for aspiring leaders
and civic servants to empower themselves with skills and knowledge and to discover their unique purpose
in life.

In our efforts to cultivate a more just and equal world, Howard has emphasized its connection with
Africa. Individuals from African countries have been core members of our community for generations.
From student leaders to illustrious faculty members, our African peers and colleagues have sought out
Howard to further their personal missions. We have also cultivated numerous partnerships throughout the
continent of Africa that enhance the educational opportunities of our students while giving them a chance
to serve communities and people who are most in need of their support.

Howard’s motto is “truth and service.” This seemingly simple directive — to discover the truth and use
that knowledge to serve our communities — also guided Nelson Mandela, who unapologetically
proclaimed the truth for the world to hear and advocated for the best interest of all citizens of South
Africa. Now, you are poised to follow in that path.

You were selected for this program because of your talents as well as your passion to cultivate a more
prosperous future for Africa and the Diaspora. In this program, you are joining a long list of Howard
University trailblazers who have been inspired by their surroundings at the Mecca to do good in the
world.

I wish you great success this summer, and throughout your careers.

Excellence in Truth and Service,
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Wayne A. L. Frederick, M.D., MBA
Charles R. Drew Professor of Surgery
President

2400 Sixth Street, NW * Suite 1402 - (202) B06-2500
Washington, DC 20059 ) e Fax (202) 806-9243
- = www.howard.edu




HOWARD
UNIVERSITY

Office of the Provost and
Chief Academic Officer

June 13, 2023
Dear Mandela Washington Fellows,

It is my great honor to welcome you to the Mandela Washington Fellowship (MWF), and in particular to the
historic Howard University! Congratulations on your selection to participate in this cohort! Howard
University was founded in 1867, and has been providing educational opportunities of exceptional quality to
men and women from the United States and throughout the African Diaspora since our establishment. We
truly live in an interconnected global world. This is demonstrated by the many faculty, staff and students at
Howard University who are African natives. Unfortunately, the COVID-19 pandemic has also demonstrated
our global connectedness, and how rapidly we can be adversely impacted by disease, especially if
governments, people, and institutions do not work collaboratively towards the greater good. Your
participation as an MWF Fellow is evidence of the need for us to partner together to create greater
opportunities for the people of Africa, share ideas and vision, and also plot a dynamic course for the future
of the continent. It is my goal that you will not only learn and benefit from the courses, site visits and from
each other, but that we will learn just as much from you, and the experiences and talents that you bring.

As the Provost, | would like to express my thanks and appreciation to our colleagues at the Department of
State, IREX, and each of you for your participation. Additionally, many individuals including administrative
staff, as well as the faculty and volunteer students have contributed to the experience that you will share.
The success of our program would certainly not be possible without the combined contributions of
volunteers from various departments and schools at the University, as well as other organizations who are
assisting us.

We invite you to take this opportunity to share our excitement, enjoy our historic campus, renew old
friendships and establish valuable new networks. Welcome, and | trust that you each will have an

interesting, challenging, and fruitful experience that will positively impact your lives. God bless.

in Truth and Service,

Provost and Chief Academic Officer

2400 6% Street, NW, Suite 306 e\ 2= (202) 806-2550
Washington, DC 20059 Al 4 Fax (202) 806-4971
' www . howard.edu
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